FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

GRAPEVIEW, MASON COUNTY, WASHINGTON

BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS

              CHIEF Patti Graeber

JIM STARK, CHAIRMAN

          ASSISTANT CHIEF Mark Nuttman
       STANLEY F. CATRON, COMMISSIONER          ASSISTANT CHIEF Mike White
CURT FUGERE, COMMISSIONER

REGULAR MEETING MARCH 22, 2007

Commissioner Stark called the Regular Meeting of March 22, 2007 to order at 7:05pm. In attendance were Commissioner Catron, Chief Patti Graeber and Admin. Aide, Wendy Canoy. Commissioner Fugere was excused.  Guest list attached.

Commissioner Catron moved to approve the minutes of the February 21 regular meeting.

Motion was seconded. Vote: Aye-Commissioners Caton and Stark. Opposed-None. Motion carried.

Secretary’s Report

Correspondence:


None

Income:


INTEREST:


Expense


$   24.62


EMS



   299.17


Reserve


     41.99




      
           $  365.78


INCOME:


Meeting Room Rental

$   25.00


Ambulance Billing
          $2,998.14






          $3,023.14


TOTAL

          $3,388.92

Unfinished Business:

1. Budget

Chief Graeber distributed the current budget to the Commissioners and stated that the EMS/Expense funds were as projected and that approximately $32,000.00 had been transferred from the Expansion Fund to the Reserve Fund. In April tax money should be received.

2. Grounds

Chief Graeber reported that Firefighters Des Arnsby and Rahn Redman straightened the sign at Station 3-2.  The plan is for AC White and Firefighters Redman and Arnsby to repair the storm damage to the roof at Station 3-1.  

Commissioner Stark asked about protection around the propane tank behind Station 3-1 since there are cars that park there. Chief Graeber responded that there was a cable and posts already in place around the propane tank but she had some concerns about the hydrant and the apparatus bay doors being blocked.  After discussion, it was decided that Chief Graeber would check into these issues.

3. Vehicles

Commissioner Catron reported that all vehicles were running.  Chief Graeber reported that Tender 3-2 is waiting for an electronic switch for the transmission, which will be installed as soon as the part arrives.  

      5.  Brush Rig

AC White reported that the chassis for the Brush Rig was dropped off three weeks ago at the DNR.  They hope to have it completed in mid May.  At the request of Chief Graeber, AC White also reported on grants that he is currently working on for radio equipment.  He has received a grant that will cover half the cost of the radios. 

New Business:

Hall Rental for Memorials

After a brief discussion, it was decided that a special facility usage fee for Memorial Services should be examined.  Chief Graeber and the Commissioners will look into this issue. 

Chief’s Report:

Chief Graeber distributed the Call Summary/Membership Summary report for February. See attached. 

Chief Graeber also distributed copies of a Legislative Report to the Commissioners.  She had highlighted areas of interest. Example – HB1620 

which would provide sales and use tax exemptions for emergency vehicles.

A thank you letter from Ron Wilkinson, father of Courtney Wilkinson who was seriously injured in a car accident on Grapeview Loop Road, was read.

Chief Graeber has completed a cursory review of propane, electricity, and garbage bills from 2003-2006. She will average the figures out and factor them against the hall rental.  She will discuss this information with Commissioner Fugere and plans to report back with the results.  

Vouchers:


Vouchers for February were presented.  Vouchers #454 through #487


Total Vouchers - $15,547.30

The voucher total for the month was higher than average partially due to the purchase of radios.  Half of this amount will be reimbursed through grants.

Public Comment:

Louise Okonek asked about letters for the signboard.  Per Chief Graeber and Commissioner Stark, a new signboard and letters will be ordered.  The new letters, combined with the current letters, should be more than sufficient.  If not, more letters can be ordered.  Louise also voiced her opinion that some consideration should be given to a special Memorial rental fee.

Bill Lamar asked about the use of the old radios either by the new Emergency Volunteer group or Neighborhood Watch. Chief Graeber said the radios would not work for Neighborhood Watch.  A discussion followed regarding radio frequencies and licensing, which AC White addressed.  Walkie-talkies and ham radios were also discussed.  

Meeting Adjourned at 7:55pm

Submitted by

Pat Winckoski, Recording Secretary

Approved:______________________ Approved:______________________

       Commissioner Stark
                                 Commissioner Catron

Approved: ___________________________

      Commissioner Fugere

